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III. An Obfervathn of an Infant, where the 
Brain was deprejfed into the hollow of the 
Vertebrae of the Necl^: By Dr. Edward 
Tyfon, Fellow of the College of Fbyfitians, 
and R. S. 

A Bout Years ago I was defired with Mr. Lay- 

field a. Chyrurgeon to fee a Birth in the Neigh- 
bourhood, which was reported to bs very Mooftrous 
andSurprifing: When I came I found it far different 
from the Report Good Women firft gave of it ; But 
what I thought very extraordinary, and much like the 
Inftance lately given in the Philolbphical Tranfa&ions, 
N* zt6, for the Month of March, 1697. In my De- 
scription of it, I can't be circumftantial in all particu- 
lars as I would, not having the Notes by me I then 
took, they being at prefent mifplacedj and indeed f 
had not an opportunity of fully (atisfying my felf, the 
Child being to be Buried prefently. Yet what I chiefly 
defign to remark, was fo obvious that I can't miftake in 
the account of it-. 

As firft the Midwife informed me, that ihe was ve- 
ry fenfible that the Child was alive, and that it died in 
the Birth, or a little before. When I obfcrved it, I 
found it well grown ; all the Limbs and Body well 
Proportioned and Plump T the Face well featured, on- 
ly from the Eye-brows ; the Scull was perfectly depref- 
fed down to the Of Sphanoides, or Bafis of the Calvaria\ 
fo that it had no Forehead at all. 

I, opened the Cran'mm'xa feveral places, before I could 
find any Brain at all ; the Cranium being every where 
fo depreffed and touching the Cafoarh ; but at length 
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1 obfervcd near the parting out of the Medulla Oblongata, 
to the Medulla Spinalis, a fmall quantity of the Brain j 
the whole might be included in a Walnut- flielJ. Twas 
covered over with a bloody Matter : At prefent I do 
not weil remember whether I did diftinguiih the Cine- 
riceous and Medullary Subfiances here,- but thrufting 
down my little Finger thro' the foramen where the 
Medulla Spinalis pafies ,• I obierved a very large Cavity 
m the hollow of the fertelrce of the Neck, fo that I 
could turn my Finger round a good compafs there; 
which eafily made me to conclude, that the Brain muft 
be preffed down hither ■, which I* was the more induced 
to believe, becauie the Mother informed me, that 
when &e was with Child, Hie received a confiderable 
bruife in her Belly : I had no opportunity cf making 
more particular Remarks, becaufe, as I laid , the Child 
was to be prtiently Buried, and what we did was in the 
lame Room where the ctiier was ; otherwife I fhould 
have endeavoured to have traced the Nerves, and by 
opening the Vertebra of the Neck.ro obferve what 
difiinchons of parts of the Brain I could have discover- 
ed there. For this large Cavity of the Vertebra, I 
found to be filled with a Substance like the Brain or 
Medulla Spinalis, or both. But far larger than the 
Medulla Spinalis its kl£ could be in fo fmali an In- 
tent. 

And how far the Medulla Spinalis may anfvver the 
Office of the Brain efpecially in the Embrio's , where 
there is no Exercife of the Senfes, nor the Imaginative 
Faculty, will be no great difficulty toapprehend,- fince 
for the Functions of Life in them, the Spirits genera- 
ted even in the Medulla Spinalis (for it has a Giandu- 
ious Subilance too, but inwards) may Cuffice. Efpe- 
cially in this Inftance where f do fuppofe a great part 
of the Brain to be detruded (by the bruife the Mo- 
ther 
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I her received) into the hollow of the Vertebra : and 
do Qpsere, whether in thofe Infknces that are given of 
Births of« Infants without Brains, there might not be 
the like Accident of the Brain, or the Principal Parts 
of it being depreiled into the Vertebra; which in 
Embria's, (before hardncd into Bones) are Parrs ex- 
tendible. But the Brain being confined in fo narrow an 
enclofure, it flints its growth and enlargement ; yet 
may be (ufficient to fupply Spirits for the maintaining 
thofe Offices of Life the Fat us enjoys, before the Birth 
whiift in the Womb. 

But (bmewhatto confirm thefe Inftances given m 
the fame Tranfa&ion, of Life continuing after the lcfs 
of a great part of the Brain, I mall add this following 
Observation. 



IV. An Obfervaiion of one Hemijphere of the 
Brain JphaceUted 5 and of a Stone found in 
the fnbftance of the Brain its felfi Ify Ed- 
ward Tyfon, Fellow of the College cffhyji- 
tuns and R. S. 

JEcemk t%, 1688. I was defired to be prefer;? 
at the opening of Mr. A. About Two Months 
before (as I was informed) he had received in a Quar- 
rel at the Tavern a great bruife on his Head by a Quart 
For. But for the prefent negleded the ufe of means;, 
tiil at lafl he was forced to betake himfelf to his Bed, 
Dr. Morton was fent for. Be found him to complain of 
a raoft violent pain in his Head. He (ometiraes Vb- 

musj-, 



